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Town  of  Cardston 

(Revised  August,  1963) 


1.  LOCATION 

Section  9-3-25-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  3.  This  location  is  on  Lee’s 
Creek  at  the  junction  of  Highways  2 and  5 and  at  Mile  66  on  the  Lethbridge- 
Cardston  branch  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

3,775  feet  Latitude  - 49/12  Longitude  - 113/18 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 55°  F. 

Average  winter  - 29°  F. 

Average  annual  - 40°  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 13.31  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 67  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 20.01  inches. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

Bedrock  underlying  the  glacial  drift  at  Cardston  is  of  the  Willow  Creek 
formation  of  Lower  Tertiary  Age.  Characteristically  the  beds  are  composed  of 
soft  shale  and  sandstone.  These  strata  weather  into  outcrops  of  the  badlands 
type.  The  Willow  Creek  formation  may  be  distinguished  by  its  brilliant  color 
banding. 

6.  SOIL 

Cardston  is  in  the  thin  black  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Grassland  in  which  bluffs  of  trees  are  found  in  places  where  moisture 
conditions  are  more  favorable. 

Soil  Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  a top  soil  that  averages  about  10  inches  in  depth 
and  which  in  its  upper  3 to  6 inches  is  black  in  color.  The  remainder  is  usually 
dark  brown.  The  sub-soil  is  usually  brown  to  dark  brown  and  the  lime  layer 
is  found  at  depths  of  20  to  30  inches  below  the  surface.  Generally  the  depth 
to  the  lime  layer  is  considered  as  indicative  of  the  efficiency  of  rain  penetration. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  may  be  fairly  well  supplied  with  nitrogen  and  organic 
matter  but  are  usually  deficient  in  phosphorus.  In  any  zone  exhaustive  cropping 
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depletes  the  soil’s  native  nutrient  supply  and  fibre.  Good  soil  management, 
involving  crop  rotation  and  the  use  of  fertilizer  is  essential  for  adequate  re- 
placement of  depleted  plant  nutrients  and  the  maintenance  of  organic  matter. 

Land  Use 

A greater  number  of  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable  than  in  the  brown 
soil  zone.  Wheat  is  the  principal  crop  grown,  but  considerably  more  diversi- 
fication is  possible  and  should  be  practised  to  maintain  soil  fertility.  The  non- 
arable land  is  generally  very  good  pasture. 

7.  HISTORY 

The  Blood  Indian  Reserve,  which  borders  Cardston  on  the  north,  was 
established  in  1878  and  is  the  largest  Indian  Reserve  in  Canada,  covering  an 
area  of  541  square  miles.  Before  the  reserve  was  established  the  Blackfoot 
Nation  claimed  all  the  land  bounded  by  the  Red  Deer  River,  the  Cypress  Hills, 
the  United  States  border  and  the  Rocky  Mountains.  This  caused  trouble  with 
the  early  settlers  and  the  other  Indian  tribes.  The  Government  of  Canada  after 
a series  of  meetings  and  negotiations  with  the  Blackfoot  Nation,  finally  agreed 
on  a principle  whereby  the  “Blackfoots”  relinquished  their  claim  to  all  this  land. 
On  September  22,  1877,  Treaty  No.  7 (otherwise  known  as  the  Blackfoot  Treaty) 
was  signed.  The  terms  of  the  treaty  called  upon  the  Indian  tribes  to  cancel 
all  claims  to  their  prairie  hunting  grounds  and  in  return  the  Indians  received 
land  for  their  permanent  use  and  immediate  payment  of  Treaty  monies. 

Cardston  was  named  after  its  founder,  Charles  Ora  Card,  a pioneer  of 
Cache  Valley,  Utah.  In  1886  Mr.  Card  left  Logan,  Utah,  accompanied  by 
Bishop  Isaac  Zundal  and  Elder  James  W.  Hendricks,  to  find  a new  home  for 
members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints.  The  following 
year  the  main  company  of  Mormons  arrived,  consisting  of  ten  families,  who  took 
up  squatters’  possessions  on  Lee’s  Creek,  the  present  site  of  Cardston. 

An  early  survey  was  made  with  a homemade  transit  compass  by  E.  R. 
Miles.  When  the  Dominion  Land  Survey  was  made  in  the  fall  of  1887  and 
homestead  pre-emptions  taken  up,  the  original  survey  was  only  a few  rods  from 
being  correct. 

The  North  West  Mounted  Police  established  a post  at  Cardston  in  1888. 

The  first  newspaper,  the  “Cardston  Record,”  was  published  in  1895  and 
the  name  was  later  changed  to  the  “Cardston  News”.  In  the  same  year  the 
first  bank  opened,  a private  enterprise  owned  by  C.  E.  Snow.  Five  per  cent 
interest  was  paid  on  saving  accounts  and  money  was  loaned  at  an  interest  rate 
of  twelve  per  cent. 

Cardston  School  District  No.  457  was  erected  September  30,  1897,  and 
incorporated  into  the  St.  Mary’s  School  Division  on  January  1,  1946.  The 
building  of  the  Temple  commenced  in  1913  and  was  completed  in  1923,  at  a 
cost  of  one  million  dollars. 

Oil  was  first  discovered  in  the  area  in  1898  when  an  oil  seepage  was 
discovered  in  what  is  now  Waterton  National  Park.  In  1901  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Development  Company  struck  oil  but  interest  in  the  adventure 
wavered  due  to  operation  difficulties  and  the  project  was  stopped. 
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Cardston  was  erected  as  a village  on  December  29,  1898,  and  incor- 
porated as  a town  July  2,  1901. 

Charles  Ora  Card  played  a large  part  in  the  development  of  irrigation. 
At  a result  of  his  efforts,  work  was  first  started  on  the  irrigation  canal  headworks 
near  Cardston  in  1898  and  just  after  the  turn  of  the  century  water  from  the 
St.  Mary’s  River  was  being  spread  over  farms  in  the  Magrath,  Raymond,  Stirling 
and  Cardston  districts. 

The  Alberta  Railway  and  Irrigation  Company  completed  construction  of 
a narrow  gauge  railway  from  Lethbridge  to  Cardston  in  1904.  This  was  later 
changed  to  standard  gauge  and  taken  over  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

In  1907  the  town  opened  and  operated  its  own  waterworks  and  electric 
light  plants  which  were  later  sold  to  Calgary  Power  Limited  who  now  supply 
the  town  with  power  under  a franchise.  A small  sewerage  plant  was  completed 
in  1910.  Cardston  Municipal  Hospital  District  was  organized  in  1918. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Cardston  is  at  the  crossroads  of  three  national  parks:  Waterton  24  miles 
west,  Banff  259  miles  northwest,  and  Glacier  National  Park,  Montana,  28  miles 
southwest.  Lee’s  Creek  runs  through  the  town.  West  of  the  town  the  land 
is  rolling  towards  the  foothills  and  to  the  east  the  land  is  gently  rolling  to  flat 
prairie.  A landmark  in  the  district  is  “Chief  Mountain”,  on  the  eastern  edge 
of  the  Rockies  in  Glacier  National  Park. 

Cardston  is  fundamentally  a Mormon  settlement,  known  as  “Temple 
City”.  Cardston  residents  have  a strong  community  urge.  They  are  self-re- 


with  well-kept  lawns  and 
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liant  with  a strong  leaning  towards  sports  and  cultural  development.  A store 
is  maintained  in  the  L.D.S.  Social  Centre  and  groceries  and  dry  goods  are 
supplied  free  by  the  church  to  persons  in  need  of  material  assistance. 

Fishing  for  trout,  pike  and  whitefish  is  available.  Hunting  is  good  for 
upland  game  birds,  ducks  and  geese.  Deer,  elk  and  bear  are  found  25  miles 
west. 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  and  six  councillors.  The  mayor  is 
elected  for  a two  year  term  and  two  councillors  are  elected  each  year  for  a three 
year  term.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  town’s  affairs  in  accordance 
with  the  policy  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

1 Magistrate,  2 Town  Police  Constables,  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police 
Detachment. 

Building  Regulations  - There  is  a town  building  by-law  and  a zoning 
by-law.  Plans  for  all  new  buildings  and  major  alterations  must  be  approved 
by  the  council  before  any  building  is  commenced. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protec- 
tion Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health  Regula- 
tions. 

Gas  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 


11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  10  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment  - One  1960  500  GPM  pumper  with  500  gallon  tank,  one 
1,000  gallon  tank  truck,  1 portable  pump,  700  feet  of  2/2  inch  hose,  400  feet  of 
1/2  inch  hose,  ladders,  masks,  fog  nozzles,  etc. 

Water  Supply  - Water  is  obtained  from  Lee’s  Creek  and  delivered  by 
gravity  into  two  reservoirs  with  a total  capacity  of  12,500,000  gallons. 

There  are  75  fire  hydrants  located  throughout  the  town. 


12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1963  Net  Assessment 


Land,  100%  of  value  $ 617,220 

Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value  2,677,692 

Business  654,646 

Pipeline  20,422 

Power  5,260 


Total  Assessment  $3,975,240 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

Mill  Rate  18.62  21.47  4.69  44.78 
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13.  AREAS 


Area  of  town  - 1,095.01  acres. 

Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 244.96  acres. 
Parks  and  playgrounds  - 18  acres. 
Miles  of  roads,  streets  and  lanes: 


Asphalt  Gravel  Imp.  Earth  Unopened 


Total 

2 

19.5 


Provincial  Main  2 

Streets  and  Roads  1.5  8 2 8 

Lanes  .5  1.4 


Lanes 


1.9 


Total  Miles  23.4 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Sanitary  sewers  - 16  miles. 

Storm  sewers  - 5 miles. 

Water  mains  - 16  miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  in  bulk  to  the  town  by  Calgary 
Power  Limited. 

Domestic  Rates 

(Billed  six  times  a year) 

Basic  charge  - $2.50  per  month. 

All  KWH  used  per  month  - 2c  per  KWH. 

Discount  on  bi-monthly  bill  - 60c  if  paid  by  the  16th  of  the  month. 

Commercial  Rates 

Straight  4c  per  KWH,  subject  to  a 10%  discount  if  paid  by  the  16th  of  the 

month. 

Power  Rates 

First  300  KWH  used  per  month  - 5c  per  KWH. 

Next  300  KWH  used  per  month  - 3/2C  per  KWH. 

All  over  600  KWH  used  per  month  - 1/3C  per  KWH. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  a dam  4 miles  upstream  on  Lee’s  Creek.  It 
flows  by  gravity  to  the  town  through  a 14”  wood  stave  pipe  into  two  reservoirs 
with  a total  capacity  of  12,500,000  gallons. 

A 500  GPM  electric  pump  is  available  for  emergency  purposes. 

Domestic  Rate  - $2.25  to  $3.00  per  month  flat  rate. 
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Commercial  Rate  - $2.50  to  $25.00  per  month  flat  rate. 


Water  Analysis 

Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids 

1,234 

Ignition  Loss 

74 

Hardness 

225 

Sulphates 

589 

Chlorides 

3 

Alkalinity 

200 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  • 

- Carbonate  and  Magn< 

Nitrites 

nil 

Nitrates 

nil 

Iron 

.3  to  .6 

Fluorine 

.3  to  .5 

Remarks  - Chemically  this  water  is  suitable. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise  by  Canadian  West- 
ern Natural  Gas  Company  Limited. 

Rate  No.  1 - General 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  2 MCF  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.25. 

All  additional  MCF  used  per  month  - 67c  per  MCF. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $3.25. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge  per 
MCF  other  than  the  first  two  MCF  shall  be  increased  by  4c  and  the  gross  rate 
so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Rate  No.  2 - Optional 

Available  to  all  customers  whose  annual  consumption  is  more  than  550 
MCF  per  year. 

Fixed  charge  - $12.50  per  month. 

Plus  commodity  charge  - 44c  per  MCF  per  month. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $12.50. 

Available  only  on  annual  contract,  which  shall  continue  from  year  to 
year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other  party,  at  least  30  days 
prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a written  notice  of  desire  to  terminate 
same,  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year  it  shall  cease  and  determine. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge  per 
MCF  shall  be  increased  by  3c  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Rate  No.  3 - Off  Peak  or  Interruptible  Service 

Available  to  customers  whose  annual  consumption  is  more  than  5,000 
MCF,  who  either  agrees  to  use  no  gas  in  the  five  winter  months  of  January 
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February,  March,  November  and  December,  or  who  agree  that  their  consump- 
tion in  such  months  is  subject  to  curtailment  or  interruption  if  the  company’s 
gas  supplies  and  system  facilities  are  required  to  maintain  service  to  customers 
other  than  those  receiving  gas  subject  to  such  curtailment  or  interruption. 

Fixed  charge  - $20.00  per  month. 

Plus  commodity  charge  - First  2,000  MCF  per  month  - 32c  per  MCF. 
Next  2,000  MCF  per  month  - 29c  per  MCF. 

All  additional  MCF  per  month  - 26c  per  MCF. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $20.00. 

For  service  under  this  rate,  the  customer  agrees  to  curtail  or  discontinue 
the  use  of  gas  whenever  and  so  often  as  requested  to  do  so  by  the  company. 
The  company,  however,  if  circumstances  permit,  will  endeavour  to  give  the 
customer  advance  notice  of  curtailment  or  cut-off  by  telephone  or  otherwise. 

Customers  served  under  this  rate  must  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  their 
ability  and  willingness  to  discontinue  the  use  of  gas  during  periods  of  curtail- 
ment or  interruption  by  the  use  of  standby  facilities,  plant  shutdown  or  other- 
wise. 

Gas  supplied  under  this  rate  will  be  separately  metered  and  not  used 
interchangeably  with  gas  supplied  under  any  other  rate. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  values  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°  F. 

100  lb  cylinders  - $7.50. 

Bulk  - 18c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 1,000  gallon  tank  and  a 1,200  gallon  truck. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Tractor  fuel  - 21.1c  per  gallon. 

Domestic  fuel  - 18.5c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 120,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Bituminous  coal  is  obtained  from  the  mines  at  Lethbridge.  The  calorific 
value  of  this  coal  runs  around  11,000  b.t.u.  per  lb. 

Lump  Egg  Stoker 

Prices  per  ton  F.O.B.  Cardston  $15.00  $14.00  $10.50 

21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  straw,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  dairy  pro- 
ducts, poultry  products,  honey,  sand  (common),  gravel. 
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22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  - Post  Office,  Department  of  Indian  Affairs’  Agent,  Indian  Hos- 
pital, R.C.M.P.  Detachment. 

Provincial  - Court  House,  Magistrate,  Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics,  St. 
Mary’s  School  Division  Headquarters,  Division  School  Superintendent  and  In- 
spector, Issuer  of  Marriage  Licenses,  Treasury  Branch,  Alberta  Government 
Telephones,  District  Agriculturist. 

Municipal  - Town  Hall  housing  (Council  Chamber,  Public  Library, 
Emergency  Measures  Office,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  staff,  Public  Works  Fore- 
man, Superintendent  of  Electrical  System,  Public  Welfare  Department,  Police 
Department),  Fire  Department. 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Cardston  Municipal  Hospital  District  No.  5 has  42  beds  and  12 
bassinets.  The  staff  consists  of  a matron,  10  graduate  nurses,  9 ward  aides 
and  a miscellaneous  staff  of  21.  A chronic  wing  on  the  basement  floor  of  the 
hospital  provides  an  addition  27  beds. 

Public  ward  rates  per  day  - Residents  - $1.60. 

Non-residents  - $16.00. 

An  Indian  Hospital  is  operated  under  the  supervision  of  the  Federal 
Department  of  National  Health  and  Welfare  (Indian  Health  Service  Branch) 
which  has  50  beds  and  5 bassinets. 


The  Cardston  Health  Society  operates  a prepaid  health  service  and  five 
doctors  attend  to  the  medical  needs  of  the  members.  Membership  fees  are 
$60.00  per  year  per  family  of  any  size  except  children  over  20  years  of  age. 
This  service  includes  free  medical,  surgical  and  obstetrical  service  but  does  not 
include  specialist  services.  It  does,  however,  include  advice  regarding  special- 
ists prospective  work. 

A home  for  the  aged  accommodates  50. 

Other  health  services  - 5 doctors,  2 dentists,  1 chiropractor,  2 drug  stores, 
1 funeral  parlor. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Accountant  1 

Barristers  2 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

Barber  Shops  2 

Watch  Repairs  3 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - one  train  each  way,  three  times  weekly  be- 
tween Lethbridge  and  Glenwoodville  via  Cardston. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines  - one  bus  each  way  daily  between  Lethbridge  and 
Cardston. 

Truck  - daily  service  to  Lethbridge  and  Calgary. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Cardston  News  - weekly. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs,  Post  Office. 
Nearest  Radio  Stations  - Lethbridge  (CJOC  and  CHEC). 

Nearest  TV  Station  - Lethbridge  (CJLH-TV). 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Toronto,  Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  Treasury  Branch. 

29.  HOTELS 


No.  of  Rooms  Single  Rate  Beer  License 

50  $2.00  up  no 

18  $2.50  up 


Cahoon 

Spencer 


9 


no 


30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 


Cardston  Motel  & Trailer  Court 

Christie’s  Cabins 

Holland’s  Motel 
Home  Ranch  Motel 


No.  of  Units  Grade 

Rates 

5 

3 star 

$3.50  up 

7 

2 star 

$3.50  up 

12 

4 star 

$6.00  up 

8 

3 star 

$6.00  up 

8 

3 star 

$6.00  up 

4 

3 star 

$4.00  up 

1 

2 star 

$4.00  up 

- Cardston 

Motel  and  Trailer  Court. 

Trailer  Courts  & Tent  Grounds 
Holland’s  Motel  - space  for  1 trailer  and  4 tents. 


31.  CHURCHES 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  (Mormon)  two,  United, 
Anglican,  Roman  Catholic. 


32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Rotary,  Masons,  Lions,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Canadian  Legion,  L.D.S. 
Church  - Alberta  Stake. 


33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

United  Church  Women’s  Association,  Red  Cross  Society,  Health  Society, 
Alberta  Teachers’  Association,  Alberta  Motor  Association,  Fair  and  Stampede 
Association,  Athletic  Association,  Mutual  Improvement  Association,  Parents’  and 
Teachers’  Association,  Agricultural  Association,  St.  John  Ambulance  Association, 
Rod  and  Gun  Club,  Relief  Society  Association. 


34.  EDUCATION 

The  Cardston  School  District  No.  457  is  a unit  of  the  St.  Mary’s  School 
Division  No.  2.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional 
subjects:  Music,  Art,  Drama,  Commercial,  Farm  and  Home  Mechanics,  Wood- 
work, Home  Economics,  Plant  and  Animal  Science. 

There  are  two  school  libraries,  one  in  the  Public  School  with  over  1,000 
volumes  and  the  other  in  the  High  School  with  5,200  volumes.  These  libraries 
are  for  the  use  of  pupils  only.  The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1 - 6 

26 

685 

Junior  High 

7-  9 

17 

327 

High 

10-12 

17 

275 

10 


35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Mayfair  Theatre 

500 

yes 

yes 

Roxy  Theatre 

300 

yes 

yes 

L.D.S.  Social  Centre 

1,300 

2 

2 

L.D.S.  Stake  House 

800 

yes 

yes 

High  School  Auditorium 

500 

yes 

yes 

New  School  Auditorium 

1,700 

yes 

yes 

Cardston  Golf  Clubhouse 

50 

no 

no 

Boy  Scout  Hall 

125 

no 

yes 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVST8ES 

The  Cardston  Municipal  Library  is  sponsored  by  the  town.  Provincial 
Government  grant  and  membership  fees.  The  Library  is  open  Monday  to  Fri- 
day from  3:45  to  7:45  p.m.  and  Saturday  from  3:00  to  8:00  p.m.  A Librarian 
is  in  charge  at  all  times.  There  are  8,825  volumes  as  well  as  current  literature 
on  world  affairs  and  district  news. 

Other  Activities  - Two  5 piece  local  orchestras,  Drama  at  school.  Music 

Art. 


37.  YOUTH  ACTIVSTIES 

Boys  - Scouts,  Cubs,  L.D.S.  Church  Clubs. 
Girls  - C.G.I.T.,  L.D.S.  Church  Clubs. 


One  of  Cardston's  many  excellent  schools 
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38.  SPORTS 

Baseball  (senior  and  junior),  badminton,  basketball  (senior  and  junior), 
bowling,  curling,  tennis,  softball,  swimming,  golf,  volleyball,  hockey. 

Facilities  - Lee’s  Creek  and  a $35,000  heated  swimming  pool,  open  air 
skating  rink,  covered  curling  rink  with  two  sheets  artificial  ice,  18  hole  golf 
course,  L.D.S.  Community  Centre  and  Stake  House  Auditoriums,  two  High 
School  Auditoriums,  Lions  Park  playground,  public  recreation  grounds. 

39.  FAIRS 

Cardston  Rodeo  - annual  two  day  event. 

Cardston  Agricultural  Society  Fair  - one  day  event. 


40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

The  campsite  of  the  original  company  of  Cardston  pioneers  is  marked  by 
a cairn  just  east  of  main  street  overlooking  Lee’s  Creek.  President  Charles  Ora 
Card’s  original  log  cabin  is  located  on  main  street;  erected  in  1887,  restored 
Golden  Jubilee  1937. 


41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Co-op  General  Store,  Cardston  Co-op  Creamery,  Alberta  Wheat  Pool, 
United  Grain  Growers,  Cardston  Credit  Union. 


42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Type  of  Busi 
or  Industry 

No.  of 

Establishmen 

Producer  or 
Manufacturer 

Wholesale 

’8 

o 

K 

Type  of  Busi 
or  Industry 

No.  of 

Establishmen 

Producer  or 
Manufacturer 

Wholesale 

1 

o 

K 

Accountant  

1 — — 

— 

Doctors  

..  5 — 

— 

_ 

Auto  Dealers  

See  Garages 

Drugs  

..  2 — 

. — 

2 

Apartment  Blks. 

Egg  Grading  Station  .. 

. 1 — 

1 

— 

(4  suites  and  up) 

....  5 — — 

— 

Electrical  Appliances  . . . . 

2 — 

— 

2 

Bakery  

....  11  — 

1 

Electrical  Contractors  . . 

..  3 — 

— 

— 

Banks  

....  3 — — 

— 

Feed  Lots  (livestock)  .. 

..  4 — 

— 

— 

Barbers  

...  2 — — 

. — 

Flour  and  Feed  

.11 

1 

1 

Barristers 

....  2 — — 

. — 

Funeral  Parlor  

..  1 — 

— 

— 

Beauty  Parlors  

....  3 — — 

— 

Furniture  Dealer  

..  1 — 

— 

1 

Blacksmiths  

....  2 2 — 

2 

Garages  and 

Bowling  Alley  

....  1 — — 

— 

Service  Stations  .... 

..  10  — 

— 

10 

Butchers  

....  2 — — 

2 

Grain  Elevators  

. . . 5 cap. 

395,000 

Building  Contractors  . . 

....  4 — — 

— 

bushels 

Building  Supplies  .... 

....  2 — — 

2 

Greenhouses  

.,  2 2 

2 

2 

Cartage  Delivery  

....  3 — — 

— - 

Groceries 

..  7 — 

— 

7 

Chiropractor  

1 — — 

— 

Hardware  Stores  

. 6 — 

— 

6 

Clothing  (women’s) 

1 — — 

1 

Hide  8s  Fur  Dealers  

..  2 — 

- — 

- — 

Coal  Dealers  

....  5 — — 

5 

Hotels 

..  2 — 

_ 

— 

Cold  Storage  Locker 

1 (inc.  in  Butchers) 

Implements  (farm)  

. 6 — 

— 

6 

Creameries  

....  1 1 1 

1 

Insurance 

..  3 — 

— 

— 

Dentists  

....  2 — — 

— 

Jewellers  

..  3 — 

— ■ 

3 

Department  Stores  .... 

....  3 — — 

3 

Laundry  (dry  cleaners) 

..  2 — 

— 

— 
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0) 

c 


1$ 

. cn 

O 3 

No.  of 
Establishmen 

Producer  or 
Manufacture! 

Wholesale 

'3 

4-> 

o 

K 

Livestock  Buyers  

2 

— 

— 

. — 

Lumber  Yards  

....  2 

— 

2 

2 

Machine  Shops  

....  2 

2 

— 

2 

Mail  Order  Offices  .... 

....  2 

— 

— 

2 

Milk  Distributor  

....  1 

— 

1 

1 

Motels  

....  4 

— 

— 

. — 

Oil  Distributors  

....  6 

— 

6 

— 

Painters  & Decorators 

....  3 

— 

— 

— 

Photographer  

....  1 

1 



1 

Plumbers  

....  2 



Pool  Rooms  

....  2 







Printers  

....  2 

2 

2 

2 

Propane  Dealers  

....  2 

— 

— 

2 

c 


*60 

S 

J 

0 3 

1/1 

© G 

o 3 

ft” 

CO 

6 « 

H o 

Radio  Repairs  

....  2 

Restaurants  

....  6 

Roofing  Contractor  .... 

....  1 

Shoe  Repair 

....  1 

Shoe  Stores  

....  3 

Sign  Writer  

....  1 

Sporting  Goods  

....  4 

Trucking  Service  

....  3 

Tailors  

2 

Theatres  

....  2 

Tinsmith  

. . 1 

Upholstering  & Repair 

....  1 

Western  Wear  

....  1 

0) 

O «4H 

3 3 


1 4 


is  & 


1 — 1 

1 — 1 

1—1 


44.  SITES 

Residential  sites  and  industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage  are  available. 
These  sites  can  be  served  with  all  utilities. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  first  industries  were  fur  trapping,  a saw  mill,  a flour  mill,  a cheese 
factory  and  the  growing  of  vegetables  and  various  grains  for  flour  and  livestock 
feed.  These  early  industries  were  not  started  as  a profit  making  commercial 
effort;  they  were  necessary  to  feed  and  house  the  pioneer  Mormon  settlers. 
This  co-operative  and  sharing  principle  is  the  foundation  on  which  the  town  was 
built.  A co-operative  creamery  was  started  in  1911  and  now  produces  around 
210,000  lbs.  of  butter  each  year. 

The  farming  area  served  by  Cardston  is  largely  devoted  to  the  production 
of  wheat  or  cattle  on  a specialized  basis.  East  of  the  town  about  40%  of  farm 
cash  income  is  secured  from  the  sale  of  grain  and  income  from  livestock  is  nearly 
as  important.  Cattle  ranching  predominates  on  the  grazing  lands  west  of 
Cardston,  and  this  enterprise  alone  contributes  well  over  one-half  of  the  total 
farm  cash  income  while  grain  sales  make  up  about  one-fifth.  Irrigation  has 
contributed  to  the  development  of  the  district  since  early  settlement  and  is  being 
expanded.  Irrigation  has  made  possible  the  development  of  some  dairying 
and  the  production  of  specialty  crops. 


46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  16  miles;  West  25  miles;  South  14  miles;  East  18  miles. 


47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 7,456. 
Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 2,803. 
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